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HISTORY OF SARATOGA 



s by Gan. Edward T. BuUard, delivered at Schurlerville, 
Jnly 4tli, 1875. 



We are assembled tliis Fourth iJuy of Jaly, 1878, in purauauoe to tlie joint 
resolution of Congress, and tlie priBident'3 proclamation, wliich recominonds 
tliat tbe people assemble this day In their several towns and cause to liave 
delivered a bisiorlcal sketcU ot sucU towu from i's found;itiun, aud tliat one 
copy tbei-eoE be filed in tlie clerk's otBce of tiie county, and another be filed 
in the office of tbo librarian of congress, to tlie intent that a complete record 
may be obtained of Ibe progress of our insEitutiona liaring llie first century 
of their existence. 

Standing as we do on ground made historical, and almost sacred, as the 
place where Ihe British army under Burgoyae surrendered, October 17, 1777, 
the time allotted us might be made interesting, if we should dwell upon the 
events of that immortal campaign. But it ia due to history, as well as tooarry 
out the resolution of Uongreaa, that we should go somewhat into detail in 
regard to the early history of this particular locality. It ia a remarkable 
coincidence that eastern New York ahould have been discovered from difi'er- 
ent direcUons, by hostile interests, during the same year (1609), about two 
hundred and sixty-seven years ago. From the north by the river St. Law- 
rence, 8arauei Champlain, under authority of the Fiench, entered the lake, 
since bearing bis name, and was the first white man who is known to have 
set foot upon our northern boundaries, which occurred on the 4th day ot July, 
1609. From the south, the gallant Hendrik Hndsoa sailed up the bay, and 
landed upon Manhattan Island on the second day of September, of the same 
year, and in the name of Protestant Holland, took posseaaiou ot the place 
destined W> be ihe great metrop.iiis of the western world. Although Colum- 
bus hid made his discoveries in 1493, or about one hundred and eleven years 
earlier, yet this portion of Ibe great continent remained unknown until the 
voyages of Ohamplain and Hudson. Bscepting the valley of the lowerHud- 
son, what is now Ihe Empire State, with its vast domain, remained unknown 
for many years later. In November, 1858 President Fillmore exhibited to 
me at his residence in Buffalo, a very old map, which he had then recently 
found during his travels in Germany. It is to be regretted that we cannot 
at this time give the date ol it, but its face will give intrinsic evidence of its 
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antiquity. Upon that map, what is known as Lake Ontario was brought 
down to a peint near wbere Utica is now located, and Mohawlt river la 
marked as its outlet. From the junction of the Mohawk and Hudson, down 
to the Atlantic, it was exceedingly correct, while it was evident thai all 
north and west of that point had been made by conjecture, upon informa- 
tion probably obtained from the natives. The norlli, or main branch of the 
river was laid down as the outlet of what is now known as Saratoga lake, 
■without dreaming that our noble Hudson had its sonrces over a hundred 
miles further north in the forests of the majestic Adirondacke. It is thus 
evident that Saratoga lake, its outlet (Fiah Creek) and the river below that 
point were regarded as places of great importance by the aborigines of that 
period. As tlie streams afforded the only natural highways of the country, 
the Hudson, lakes George and Champlain, were tlie routes by which all 
communication was had between the hostile selllements. As Saratoga wafl 
about half way between New York and the St. Lawrence river, this place 
bas witnessed the passage of the early pioneer, as well as the hostile bands 
of the seventeenth century. Every war between Hogland and France and 
every revolution in England which affected its ruling monarch, reached this 
country and embroiled the savage tribes. 

Tlie fertility of her soil, the beauty of her scenery, and the utility of her 
great water courses and falls, early attracted the sagacious and enterprising 
European. Hence as early as November 4lh, 1084, we find that the natives 
had given a title to an immense tract of land upon bothsidesof the river, to 
Peter Schuyler and others. About three years later, 1087, we find that 
Dongan the royal governor of this colony, bad been in negotiation with cer- 
tain Mohawk converts, then in Canada, to induce them to return, and tliey 
were willing to do so upon condition that he would secure to tbem a location 
at "Seracbtague," described as lying upon tlie Hudson river, about forty 
miles above Albany, evidently including Ibe place where we now stand. It 
will thus be seen that those intelligent aborigines selected this beautiful coun- 
try in preference to their former natiye Mohawk valley. From tliis time 
onward, for. the next century, this locality was destined to'be the great bat- 
tle ground between Ibe opposing forces of civilization, which were then con- 
tending for tlie mastery of the human race. At tliis period no district, town 
or county Lad been organized under the name of Saratoga, but the whole 
country along tbe river, on each side to a Considerable distance, was known 
under that general nome. 

In Ibe winter of 1690 the Frencli and Indians came up Lake Champlain 
and Lake George and passed through this district near what is now .the vil- 
lage of Saratoga Springs, on their way to destroy Schenectady. 

In the year 1693 another force of French and Indiana came south over 
nearly the same route until they reached the gap or canyon in the mountain 
at what is now known as Stiles, in Wilton, about ten miles northwest of 
this place and about five miles northeast of Saratoga Springs, when they 
turned west and passed over to the Mohawk valley, where they destroyed 
the forts of those Indians friendly to the English. On tbeir return they 
were pursued by these Indians with a force under Schuyler, from Albany, 
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aod overiaken at the Stiles place, where Ihe French buitt a lemporary fort 
and where a sanguinary bnttle ensued, when the enemy hastily retreated. 
This 18 the first important battle between the French and English that *e 
find recorded in history as having occurred in the Saratoga district. It was 
nearly two centuries ago and nearly a century tefore the mineral springs 
were known W the white race. Tliese raids and wars continued to disturb 
this locality unlil about the year 



Soon after Hie opening of the eighteenth cenlury the English government, 
to form a barrier against the French, saw the importance of planting a 
colony as far north as practicable upon the upper Hudson riyer. This no 
doubt induced Ihe government io confirm the Indian title of 1084, The 
governor of Canada in a letter lo the liiiig of France. Feb. 13 1731, ascribes 
that motive to the English for conferring this grant upon certain influential 
residents of Orange (Albany). Hence we find that Ihe first legal title W the 
land bete from a civilized government was granted October 29, 1708, by 
Lord Cornbury, the governor of this colony, to Peter Philip Schuyler, Robert 
Livingston, Derick Wessells, John Johnson lilcecker, Joliannes Schnyler, 
and Cornelius Van Dyck. It began on the west side of the Hudson river, 
at the south side of tlie mouth of tlie creek called "Tionooudehowee," (now 
at tlie village of Mechanicville) and extended north in llie mouth ot the 
creek on the east side of the Hudson river, called "Dionaondehowee," (now 
called tlie Batten-Kill) about one mile north of ScbuyServille, and extending 
six miles to each side of the river, except that the portion on the east side of 
the river was bounded soutfi by the Hoosac pa:eni. In Ihe patent it was 
estimated to be about twenty Iwo miles north and south, but wiien it was 
Surveyed by a straight lino it was only alout seventeen miles long. Thus it 
will be seen, that these six purchasers obtained a princely estate of about 
304 square miles, or ever one hundred and thirty thousand acres of ihe 
finest land on the continenl. It included the most of the present towns o£ 
Saratoga and Stillwater, in the county of Saratoga, and the town of Baston 
in Ihe present county of Washington. As near as wo can learn from history 
and tradition, the Scbuylers, soon after 1708, erected buildings near what ia 
now known as Schuylerville, and induced some tenants to remain as perma- 
nent settlers. About the year 1709 a military road was constructed from 
Batten-Kill on the east side of the liver to Fort Edward and thence to 
Whitehall, a distance ot about forty miles. As the river was navigable from 
Stillwater rapids north to the Batten-Kill, about 13 miles, most of the travel 
here was by water, and the landing for the north to connect with the new 
road was on the east side of the river, it is evident that the village in the 
early part of the last century was partly on that side of the river. 

In 1709, Col. Schuyler built a fort about a mile northeast of the place 
where we now stand. It was located on the east side of the river on the 
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seconil liighland POiUli of tbe moulU of llie Batlcn-Kill in what was then 
Saratoga, but now \a the county of Washington, aod was upon tlie farm now 
occupied by Simon Sheldon, whose ancestors liavo occupied the same about 
a century. It ia probable that the Scbuylers did nol become permaiientresi- 
denlE here as early as that period, as we find Ibat Philip, (afterwards major- 
general) was born in Albany in 1731. We find, however, that in 1745, Capl. 
Peter Scbuyler was a pi'rmanent resident here, and his bouse was on tke 
west side of the river just south of llie present vlliajje bearing tbe family 
jiame. and about thirty rods south of Fish Creek and about tbe same dis- 
tance east of the famous Scbuyier mansion, built soon after 1777 and now 
owned and occupitd by George Siriiver, Esq, Tbe governor nt Canada in 
the same letter of tbe ISib day of February, 1731 to the king of Prance, 
proposed to build a tort upon lake Cbnmplain at Crown Point, and submit- 
ted with it a map of tliat lake and ;)f the Hudson river called by him the 
Orange riyer. The only places of suffloient militaryimportance tobenamed 
on that map, were Manatbe (New York) Orange (Albany) Sarabtoguii, and 
the great carrying place (Fort Edward). Alllioiigli that was 133 years after 
Champlnin bad made his discoviiries, yet the French engineer whomade 
tbat m»p supposed theMubawkriver joined the Hudson west of Glen's Falls, 
and it is so laid down on his map and so treated in tbe eovernor's dispatch. 
He proposes to-build tbe fort at Crown Point as a convenient point from 
which to harass the Eaglisb as lliey had from 1C8B, to IGOO. To carry out 
that plan wo find that in November, 1745, and about tbirtj'-two years before 
Burgoyne's surrender, the village then called Saratoga was destroyed by (be 
Freiich and Indians. In Lossing's history of the Schuyler family be makes 
tbe datn November 33tb, but in ^tonu's history of tbe life and times of Sir 
William Johnson be put tlie date at November 17lh, and the latter would 
seem to be the more reliable date, as the massacre was the cause of an angry 
dispute between George Clinton, then governor, and the colonial assembly 
then in si'ssion at New York, and the records of that assembly show 'bat it 
a<tiourned November 38th, At that perioil It was evident that this was tbe 
extreme outpost of tbe Englisb on the frontier. The village consisted of 
abont thirty families and one liundred and fifty persons, many of whom were 
slaves. As tbe fort was then on the east side of the river there can be no 
reasonable doubt tbat the main part of the village was yet on the same side 
of tbe river, although tbe Scbayler residence and some of the mills were on 
tbe west side. This attack was made by tbe tndi»ns and French at the dead 
hour of nigbl, without warning, and many persons killed and 109 captured 
and taken to Canada. The fort was destroyed ; every bouse burned, and 
every building except one saw mill which was nol discovered. We have 
not been able to locate tbat mill, but judging from circumstances it must 
have been on tbe Batten-Kill about half a mite up stream and east of the 
Hudson river wbere tbe Clark's Mills now stand. Capt. Schuyler waskilled 
in bis own house while bravely defending bimselt, as were many others. 
We have not space for more details. Tbe same horror which had occurred 
«t Schenectady, fifty-five yeare earlier, (1690) was re-enacted here in Novem- 
t.el 1745, This Captain Peter Schuyler, who then lost bis life, was an uncle 
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of Gen Piiillip Schuyler, whose huildings were burned by BurgoyneB3 years 
later. The first whs flgliiinf; agaiast the French lo luaintain (ho supremacy 
of the English on this continent, while the latter was in the cause of the 
colonies, attempting lo overthrow that same English supremacy and estab- 
lish an independent reiiubiic. The old Schuyler residence which was 
burned in 1745, stood within the lines of the present Champlain canal, and 
when the same was enlarged and widened to the west within a few years 
past, the excavatiou revealed the remains of the old chimney and fire-place, 
some of the relics of which are yet preserved. lo 174C, Ihe fort on the east 
side of the liver, was rebuilt by order cf the legislature, and was mainly 
constructed of iogs and timber, on the heiglils overlooking the river, 
and it was then named Fort Clinton in honor of the governor. This fort 
should n«t be confounded with the entrenchments, thrown up in 1777, 
further south, and opposite Scbuylerville, which the Americans made to cut 
oft the retreat of Burgoyiie. 

In the year 174G the war on this frontier continued. On the 13th day of 
May of than year, as three men belonging to the garrison of Saratoga were 
fishing near the fort, they were surprised by Indians, who killed a son of 
William Norwood and look a German prisoner, while the third escaped to 
the fort. On the 15th day of December of the same year, we find in the 
newspapers of New York, it was published that the Indians lately killed 
four men and took four others prisoners at Saratoga. Capt. Schuyler, in 
command of the militia here, went out to their assistance, but came near 
being cut off, and with difflcully retreated to the fort. At this time the fort 
was occupied in part by some New Jersey troops. On'the 12th day of 
October, 1746, at Saratoga, sixteen men were killed and taken about a mile 
from the fort. They belonged to Langdon's and Hart's companies. There 
were about one hundred and fifty Indians when they attacked a party guard- 
ing some wagons on the west side of the river south of Pish Creek. 

In the year 1747 the war continued more sanguinary than ever along the 
borders. On the 7th day of April of that year the French and Indians under 
thecommandofM. (ieSt. Luc lo the number of 300 attacked Capt. Trent and 
Lieut. Proctor as they were passing along the river near the ruins of Oapt. 
Schuyler's house. They were ambushed, and eight of their men killed and 
several wounded. In the meantime Capt. Livingston dispatched Capt. Brad t 
witb a company from the fort on the east side of the riyer, to reinforce the 
parly on ttie west side, when the enemy hastily retreated to the wilderness. 
Shortly before June 15 of that year a force of about 200 French and Indians 
made another attack on the fort, but it Held out until reinforcements under 
Col. Schuyler arrived from Albany, when the enemy again retreated. About 
this lime many raids from Canada penetrated as far as Massacijuseits and 
Conneclicul, where villages were burned, the innocent massacreed and 
others brought back as captives. The route from Canada for those hostile 
Incursions frequently led near here, leaving the river at the moulh of the 
Batlen-Kill and passing thence southeasterly to New England. On the 
return of those hostile bands, many a weary captive has been led up this 
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valley and in many narratives and letters giving an account of tLeir liard- 
Bhips the familiar name of Saratoga appears. 

Thus tbe war wbicli was begun in 1744 continatd. Tbe few inbabitants 
of this frontier were in continual alann. During tliia period Sir William 
Johnaon came up from Albany with an army, and passed tbis point, but did 
not meet any large force of the enemy Bnd returned. As soon as any large 
force was wilbdrawn, Ibe, defenceless iubnbitants would again be left ex- 
posed to the tomahawk. In tbe feeble state of tbo colony, the autborities 
concluded that fall to abandon this post, and tbe stores and ammunition 
were then transported back to Albany, and the fort burned December 1, 
1747. From that lime forward, for some years, this whole country was 
abandoned to the French and Indians, and Albany was tbe northern Eng 
lish outpost. Tbe Englisli undtr Gen. Lyman built a fort on tbe north side 
of Fish Creek at its confluence with the Hudson in August, 1735, which is 
only a few rods from where we are now assembled. The road now leading 
to the bridge crossing the river runs directly through it. Nelson in bis work, 
and also Frencb's Gazetteer of 1860 of our atato, by mistake asserts that tbis 
fort was built by the French. Its name "Fort Hardy" is conclusive evidence 
of its English origin as Sir Charles Hardy was then governor of that colony, 
It is another remarkable coincidence, that only 32 years later tbe army of 
Burgoyne, in 1777, laid down their arms within liiia very fort, to tbe patriotic 
Americans, then struggling for tbeir freedom. Notwithstanding these troub- 
lous times, during tbe year 1750, John R.Bleccker made a survey of the Sara- 
toga patent for the owners, and divided it into twenty-eight great lots about 
one-half of a mile wide, extending six miles west from the river, which, at 
the southwest corner about reaches the present site of the camp meeting 
grounds, near Round Lake, and at tlie northwest, *s tending about one mile 
north ot Stafford's bridge. It waa also surveyed into subdivisions by cross 
lines, and the owners stood ready to give leases or deeds to those who dare 
venture into tbis hostile territory. Very few, however, would risk their 
lives at this early period, as this ever continued to be the great higaway tor 
tbe passage of hostile armies. Late in 1755 the English, under Sir William 
Johnson, at Lake George, after a sanguinary battle, defeated tie French 
under the celebrated Dlcskati, which for tbe lime, held the enemy iu check. 
Only two years later, (1757), the French, under Montcalm, recaptured Lake 
George, and massacred the brave Colonel Monroe and his army, who had 
but a fiw months before passed through here on his way to the north. Only 
a year later Aliercrombie passed liere with an army of 16,000 men on his 
way to Lake George and Ticonderoga, where, on the 8th day of July. 1758 
he suffered the terrible repulse, well known to all students of history,* 

•Those with the Scotch portion of the British army, made tbe attack, and 
so bravely cut their way through the ahattis. For hours they withstood tbe 
terrible tire of the French musketry without the ability to return it with 
effect. Night coming on, Abercrombie.wbobad not been witliin miles of the 
bfittle, called off tbe troeps, and commenced his retreat to Albany. Colonel 
Fitch with his colonial regiments covered the retreat of the regulars very 
moch in the same manner that Washington did at Braddock's defeat. 
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With and comprising a portion of thai army were sixteen colonial rtgiiuentB 
under the command of the senior Colonel, Thomas Filch * 

The nest year Gen. Amherst with an army of 12,000 men again left Albany 
and ].!,*m\ here on his way to relrieve the losses of tiie year previous, and 
in July, 1T50, ho look possi^asion of Ticoaderoga and Crown PoiJ.t vviHiout 
resistance on the part of the French. The capluro of Quebec in September, 
1759 by the brave Gen. Wolf, ended the most sanguinary fighting of this 
seven year's war. Dniing that period, commonly called the Frencli war, 
the great majority of the troops were furnished by Now England. Her 
people did not feel that any peace would long continue while Lake Cham- 
plain was under control of a hostile power. Southern Kew England was 
then an old settled country, compared with New York. The small colony 
of Connecticut furnished more troops than New York. The following is 
from an ola LieiUanaafs cominisaiOD now in the possession of a citizen of 
this countr, dated March 33. 1759, given to John Caltorn. under the hand 
and seal of "Thomas Fitch, Esq , Captain General and Govern or. in- Chief, in 
and over bis Majesty's English colony of Connecticut, in New England, 
AiaeriCB." The commission was in a regiment of foot, raised "for invading 
Canada, and carrying war into the heart of the enemy's possessions." The 
treaty between the English and French signed at Foaiainbleao, France, 
February 10, 1763, by which all of Canada was ceded to England, for a time 
gave peace to ibis distracted locality. During the next ten years, bold pio- 
neers from New England and southern New York began to settle in this 
vicinity As yet all of this locality was called Saratoga, extending south to 
Mechanicville, and north to the river, and included what is now Saratoga 
Springs Before 1770, we find permanently settled within this territory John 
Sirovcr on the farm now owned by James Bailey, Esq, ; Jumci- Brisbin 
upon the farm now owned by his grandson. James C. Briabin, and Conrad 
Cramer upon the farm now occupied by John Smith, about three milee 
southwest of SchuvierviUe. The latter was jiu enterprising German, who 
emigrated to this country when young, and left four sons, of whom George 
Conrad and John afterwards wore member of the legislature of the slate of 
Hew York Jesse Mott, a Quaker, resided upon the farm a short distance 
east of Dean's Corners; Stephen Viele upon the Wagman farm, and Heze- 
kiah Dunham upon the farm now owned by Hiram Cramer. Next to Gen. 
Schuyler the latter was the most active patriot in his section. Thomas 
Smith, the ancestor ol several of your townsmen, resided on the hill where 
Stephen Smith, his grandson, now resides. 

Among the names made famous in this locality by all of the writers upon 
the campaign of Burgoyne is Dovegat. It signifies a covo or bay of water. 
It in fact represents a bay about seventy feet wide of deep water extending 
about a mile northwest from the river into which a small stream empties. 
It is about three miles south of Schuylerville, and as Ihebrldges at that p»Int 
were destroyed, the British and American armies were brought to a halt at 
that place. It ia now known as CdveviUe and the farm on the north side is 
now occupied by Charles H. 'Sarle. Among the residents aduth of thatp6iilt 
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meotionod by Baton Reidesel in 1777, was a man named Sword, wbose house 
was near Vau Buren's Ferry, wliere Robert Sarle now resides, about six 
miles south of Schuyleryille. Within that part of Saratoga, afterwards set 
off aa Stillwater, there were settlements made before 1770, among wliich 
were George Palmer, and also the Thompsons. March 34,1773, the colonial 
leglslalure first passed an act organizing Ihia territory into a legal entity. 
What is now Saratoga county, was then divided into two districts, "Half- 
moon" and "SatagLtoga." As there were no towns then organized bore, the 
Saragbtoga district included Easton, now in the county of Washington, and 
nearly all the present county of Saratoga north of Anthony's Kill, which 
enters the Hudson river at Meclianicville, and so continued until April 1, 
1775, when the west part of the counly was oreaniz.ed into a separate district 
culled Ball's Town, As there was no law requiring deeds to be recorded 
and no place to do so, excei t with the secretary of stale, or county clerk, at 
Albany, but few can be found, and henco the difficulty of tracing the name 
or location of settlers before that time. After the division of the district, 
April 1. 1775, as before stated, Saraghtoga yet included Easton, and all of the 
present county of-Saratoga, which is now known as Stillwater, Malta, Sara- 
loga, Northumberland, Moreau,- Wilton, Saratoga Springs and the eastern 
portions of Greenfield and Corinth, and so continued until March 7, 1788. 
The west line of this old Snraioga district ran through near whal is now 
called Greenfield Centre. When therefore we are reading of Ihe great events 
whicb occurred between those dates, and which covered the whole period 
of the revolutionary war, they musi be interpruted wilh these descripiona in 
view, to make history intelligible. We have now briefly given the history 
of the first century, and which brings U5 down to 



July 4, 1776. 



Time will not allow us to treat of the great questions agitating two conti- 
nents, which led lo the immortal declaration enunciated at Philadelphia just 
one century ago. A brief narrative of the great events which had their 
centre here, is all that the resolution of congress contemplated. These are 
so important, that the historian has already immortalized nearly every detail, 
and we might content ourselves l>y referring the reader to the Memoirs of 
Gen. Jamea Wilkinson, published In 1816 ; History of New Tork. by Dun- 
lap; History of the war of the Independence of the United States, by BoHa; 
the life and times of Sir William Johnson ; Memoirs »t Gen. Reidesel, also 
of Madame Reidesel ; and also. Reminiscences of Saratoga, by William L. 
Stone, and Sketches of Northern New York, by N, B. Sylvester, which cou' 
tain very full accounts of lliat romantic campaign. As, however, time is 
fast obliterating many of the old landmarks, your speaker, (a native of this 
village) has endeavered to aid in locating and interpretlne some of them for 
the benefit of future generations. About June 18, 1776, congress appointed 
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Gep. Galea to the command of tlie nrmy of tbe nortb aod made him dicta- 
tor in Canadn for uis months. On the 16th day of July, 1770, we find that 
Gates was in or.ramand at Ticonderogs, and during that wliole aeason, stirring 
times wore had on the Chaniplain and in its vicinity. Ail of the troops and 
supplies passed here on llieir way north, mostly carried upon batteatix, 
navigated up tbe river. Within aii years past, a shell was found in the river 
ahout a mile south of Schuylervillc which is fully eight inches in diameter, 
and whicb piobablv was lost overboard while being transported, wilbio (be 
century ending October 1777. In Ihe spring on777,, Gen 8cbuyler arrived 
at Albany and assumed tbe command of llie northern department. June 
20, we find he was at TiconJeroga. About tliat lime Burgoyne commenced 
Ma movement from Montreal, eLpectinif to aunder the colonies and pui an 
end to Ibe rebellion. July 4, 1777, Gen. Burjfoyne look Eoaauasliiaoi Mount 
Defiance, which commanded Ticonderoga, and whichTompellea out- army 
to evacuate that place a few days later. At Wbitelieli, then called Skeens- 
boroueh, Burgoyne issued a proclamation to tbe people offering pardon, aiid 
cilling upon the people to send a delegation of ten from eacli town to meet 
at Castleton, (Vermont), July 15. In tbe meantime, the remnant of .mr army 
reached Fort Edward, where on the 13lh day of July, Gen. Schuyler issued 
a counter proclamation. The British pressed on, and our army was obliged 
to retreat, and on tiie 38th day of July, 1777711 was" encamped at Moses Kill 
about eight miles north of this place. Gen. SsUuyler on that day, wrote a 
letter to Gen, Wasbington, dated at "Saratojia." July 30, our army moved 
frtim Moses Kill to Scbuylerville, and after halting here a few days, on tbe 
second day of August, proceeded to Stillwater. On the ]3lh day of August, 
while their main foro remained at Fort Millei' a detachment of the British 
marched from the noith side of the Batlen-Kill for Bennington, where on 
the letb, it waa repulsed by our brave New Bnglandera, under General 
Stark. This success gave great confidence to our cause and induced recruits 
lo hurry forward, and join Schuyler's army upon tbe Hudson. On the 10th 
of S-jptember Ihe advance portion of the British army crossed from the eaat 
sideof tbo Hudson river to the west of it.about two milea north of Schuyler- 
ville. At that place the river could be forded upon the rapids until within a 
short distance of the west shore, where a short bridge was constructed across 
B deep, narrow channel in the rocks. The point where the array left the 
bridge is upon the farm now owned by Daniel A. Bullard, and tbe excava- 
tion through the embinkraent is yet plaLnlj visible, and will long remain a 
monui ent of that event The British army made a short tarry here and 
their advanced posts threw up inttenchments from near the site of the 
present Re'ormed churcU eitendinssoutberly along near tbe present reai- 
dence of Charles W Mi3hew August 11 den. Schuyler left Stillwater, 
and ou the 18th poatel his aimj on \ an Bchaick's Island at the mouth of the' 
Mohawk uver being the firw island south of Waterford. In a military view, 
Schnylers leading Stdlwa'er wax regarded by congress as a mistake, and 
hence Gen Gates was appointed to supercede him and he arrived and 
assumed command August 19 That island as a place of defense was a 
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natural OibraltnT. being of triangular sbape, wiili liigb perpendicular roclc 
embuDltineiiia nearly around it. Upon tlie Nortbeast corner inti'encbnienta 
were thrown up vrbidb ure yet visible as we pass in the cars near the south 
end iiC Ibe bridge. If Bargoyne bad reached th;i1 point, he could bave 
crossed tbe Mohawk a few miles further west and waited tbe arrival of tbe 
Britisii army then coroing up tbe Hudson, and being tbus reinforced, could 
have surrounded the American army with a prospect of success. In that 
strong position the British could not, with safely aasiiuit Ibis island, but by 
taking possession of tbe high ground west of Wat erf onl and norihof Cohoes, 
could have commanded Ihe poailion, the same a= Mount Defiance liad com- 
manded Ticonderoga but a few months previ„us to that time. Knowing 
the condillon of affairs as Ibey were subsequently ascertainud, it was evi- 
dently a wise move lo march the American army back to the high lands In 
Stillwater, a short distance noi'lh from Bemis Heights, and about 15 miles 
nortli "F Ihe Mohawk and twenty-five miles distant from Albany. The 
positii)n tliiis eelccied lay between the Hudson river on the east aud Saratoga 
lake only bIj. ailea lo the west ; the high lands west of the river valley were 
cut by three deep ravines leading easteiiy, forming strong natural harriers 
against an approaching army; the whole country In this vicinity was 
a wilderness, and the high ground approaches so near Ihe river there, that it 
wns the n^osl advantageous point in tbe whole valley to dispute the passage 
of (he British army movinfi; from tbe north. Such was the place selected by 
the experienced Polish patriot Kosciusko, and approved by Gen. Gales, as 
tbe Tliermopylea i>f the struggle for American freedom. 

Gen. Schuyler was a pure man— a true patriot, a man of great sagacity 
and jrocid judgment. Of course he acted from Ihe best knowledge ut faclH 
that be could then obtain. Gen. Washington had probably better means of 
knowing the condiiion of general afliiirs, antlil was not surprising, therefore, 
tliat lie saw the error of Schuyler, and directed Gales to lead the army 
farther back into tlie wilderness. This position brought the armies face to 
face; the small stream emptying into tbe river at Wilbur's Basin being 
beiwFcn them. Circamslances vrould necessarily soon bring on a conflict, 
and the sanguinary battle of September 19 followed. Boih parties claimed 
the vlctoiy, but it mas not decisive. The scene of that ba'tle was on Free 
man's farm, about eight miles from SchuylerviUe, a little to the west of 
south, and about ten miles southeast of Saratoga .Springs. As the American 
army weis daily growing stronger, and tbe British weaker, the latter could 
not long remain inactive, and the battle of October 7 followed upon nearly 
tbe same ground where the former had taken place. The engagement 
resalted i<i a substantial victory for our cause, and compelled the British lo 
:ittempt an escape by a retreat to ilie north. Their army reached this vil- 
lagfi about October 10, pursued clitsely by Gen. Gales. Schuyler bad made 
n mistake two months earlier, as we have seen, by moving his army too far 
fouiIi. So now Gen. Uatts made a inislake, which if the British bad taken 
'idvanta^eof it, might have changed the final result. Anticipating a retreat 
by the Briiish army about Oct. 6, Gales dispatched Gen. Fellows with 1,500 
iiiBa OD tbe east side of the river to pass north and cut off the retreat. They 
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proceeded on tlie east side and across llie B«lteii-Kill wbere they tliey should 
have remained for safety. But Ilioy were ordered to cross Ihe riyer at lliat 
point, and did so, (at the same ford wbere Burgoyiie had crossed a month 
earlier,) and took posiiioa on the high lands west of Cliat ford, less than two 
miles north of Schujierville. While there one night a British regiment 
under Lieut. Col. SoulUerland marched around the American camp without 
being discovered, and he urged Borgi>yne t.» attaelt ihein. Fortunately for 
our cause Burgoyne.heaitMled, and the nest day Gen. Gates cotrecletlthe 
mistake and ordered Fellows to recross the river and take position upon the 
north of the Batten Kill, where he remained until Burgoyne'a surrender. It 
Burgoyne had captured thai detachment of the American army his way of 
retreat would have been open and the esperienced Gen Reide^el felt assured 
that tlie Britisli army could ro^eh tlie lakes in safely where an nbundnnce o£ 
vessels and supplies could have easily hecn ohtaineti. Thus at limes upon a 
single breath seemes to rem li.e great events which are to determine tUe 
future of nations. 

A month earlier, on Ibe way south, the Britisli had erected earth works on 
tlie e«st =ide o( Uie river opposite Schuylerviile, to hold bach >the American 
reinfi-rcumenl coming from the east. The Americans now took possession 
of the same inlrenchmtniB, faced them to the west, and poured a conliuual 
lire upon the enemy posted where is now llie present village of Schuyler- 
ville What was known as the viHaire then, and was called Saratoga, accord- 
ing to conlomiwrary writers, consisted of about thirty isolated houses on tlie 
aoutli side of Pish creek, The.old Dutch rtf.irmed church then stood about 
one-third of a mile south of Fish creek, on Hie side hill west of tlie present 
turnpike r.md and just soutii of the road leading westerly to Vielory. That 
Cliurch was then used by the British as a hospital, und as we now learn from 
George S.rover, a young woman who was selling by a window in theehurch, 
eating ar. apple, vvas instantly killed by a rifle shot from the Amencan army. 
About this lime Bursoyne occu;,i'-d the Gen. Schuyler residence for h.s 
headquarters for a single night; bul the approach of the American forces 
drove him from there, and he next located his headquarters in ilie centre of 
his camp probably a short distance west .if the new and elegant school 
edifice on the heighls overU.oking this b.'suliful landscape. Until the sur- 
render his army remained here and threw up entrenchments, facing the 
soulheasi, exlending nearly as far back as the new cemetery, and thence 
extending south on the same elevaiiou towards Viciorv Mills. The barracks 
used for a hospital were on a farm now owned by Aianson Welch at the 
north end of the village. The boose now owned bj the family of the late 
William B Marshall, about ene mile further north, is yet standing, and was 
then occupied for Ihe lime being by the hidles who accompanied the English, 
and-by the wounded officers of llieir army. Madame Beidesel, one of the 
most heroic female characters of any age, was with her husband during Ibis 
period, and in her contemporaneous letters, written to her friends in Ger- 
many has recorded mosl faithfully the romantic incidents of that eventful 
campaign and immortalized the house which yet stands as a monument of 
those times. In her letters she stated that under Ihe house "wtre three 
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beauliful cellars. I proposed tlmt ilje most dftDgeroHsIy wounded of the 
officers should be brought into one of them ; that the women should remain 
in another, and that all Ihe rest should stav in the third, which was nearest 
the entrance. I had juat cleansed the cellars, when a fresh and terrible can- 
nonade threw us all once more inio alarm * • * my children were 
already under the cellar steps, * » eleven cannon balls went through the 
house, and we could plainly Leai- Uiein rolling over our heads. One poor 
soldier, {Surgeon Jones), whose log they were about lo ampuiale, having 
been laid upon a lable for Ihis purpose, had Ihe other leg taken ofi by 
another cannon ball in the very middle oi ihe operation. Hia comrades all 
ran off, and when they again came back tiiey found him in one corner of 
the room, where he had rolled in anguish, scarcely breathing." The Ameri- 
cans had taken possession of the highlands north of Batten-Kill, about three 
quarters of a mile uortheast of this house, and I'rom thai point these balls 
were mainly fired. The one which killed Surgeon Jones entered the front 
parlor at the northea*l corner, and passed thi'ough the plank forming the 
partition on Ihe soulh aide of the room, the particular plank hil standing 
west of the south door. This shows conclusively that the cannon wore fired 
from a point north of the Ballen-Klll. At that time this house belonged to 
the Lansing familg, of Albany, and was probably occupied by them na » 
Bummer residence.- It was descried before the Brilisli army arrived from 
the north in September. It was a two slory bouse, having a gable or French 
roof, fronting east wilh a hall in the middle and a room at each end. The 
modern hislorian (writing in 1 C "7) ia mistaken when he says, "the house 
was allowed to fall to decay a few yeai^a since." On the contrary, it was 
merely improved by putting on anew flat roof and making the cellar still 
deeper. One of the old rafters and the plank of the partition, each shat- 
tered by a cannon ball, are still carefully prestryed on the spot by Mrs. 
Marshall. She has kindly placed in my hands a gold piece, found by Samuel 
Marshall on those premises about fifty years ago, which is stamped, "Geor- 
gius III., Bei Gratia," with his profile on the one side, and on the other the 
British crown, 1776. This was evidently a coin lost by the ofScers in 1777.* 
A Mr, Willard, residing new the foot of Ihe mountain opposite the battle 
ground, by night would display signals from its lop by different lights, in 
«uch manner aa from time to time to give the Americans Ihe location and 
movements of ihe Brilisb army. That mountain is plainly visible from 
Albany and Port Edward. It has ever since been known by the name of 
"Willard'a mountain." That Is certainly one of the earliest systems of tele- 
graphing known to have been put in practice. To return to events of 
October, 1777. As Burgojne abandoned the south aide of Fish creek, he 
caused the residence of Gen, Schuyler and his mills to be burned. TJjat 
residence was located about sixty feel further south ihan the present one, 

•The whole country in this vicinily was strewn wilh relics. About the 
year I860 Ebenezer Leggett wiile excavating for a barn upon the Freeman 
farm found several hundred dollars in goldamoug human remains, anaar. 
enllycariied in belts. 
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and the aucient lilac bushes then ia the ruar gHcdeii, are yet slaDding near 
the caoal. The mills were upon the norlli side of the creek, near the aaiuo 
spst where Bullard's flauring mill now stands. At that time there was no 
villBge ni,rlli of Fish creek, and only ono or two buildings besides the uiilla 
and barracks, so far as can be ascertained from history or tradition. Gen. 
Gates' array was then mainly slationed upon the highlands south of Fish 
creek, extending up to a point opposite Victory Mills. As an armv of six 
thousand men in a locality almost a wilderness, coald qoI draw jnirny new 
supplies in a hostile country, matters were soon brought to a crisis by the 
iurrender of the whole British Army, Oeloher 17, 1777. Thft privates slacked 
their arms, etc., within the lines of old Port Hardy, on Ihe north sido of 
Fish creek, upon yonder flat, a few rods below where we stand.* Burgoyne 
and his officers crossed over Pish creek in company with Adjutant Wilkin- 
son, of Gen. Gates' siafT, and were presented to Gen. Gales. Gen. Wiltsinson 
afterwards wrote an account of il, from which we exinicl: "Gen. Gates, 
advised of Burgoyne's approach, met him at the head of his camp; Bur- 
goyne, in a rich royal nniforra, and GatRS In a plain blue frock. When 
they approached nearly within sword's length they reined tip and hailed. I 
then, named Ihe gentlemen, and Gen. Burgoyne raised his bat most grace- 
fully, said : "The fortune of war, Gen. Gates, has made me your prisoner.' 
To which the conqueror, reluming a courtly salute, promptly replied: 'I 
shall always be ready to hear testimony that it has not been through any 
fanll of your Excellency.' " As near as we are now able to locate the head 
quarters of Gen. Gates they were near the spring on the wrst side of the 
turnpike about half a mile south of Pish e**ek.+ 

The imporlanee of this event, even at the end of a century, cannot be 
fully com pre he need. Eminent authorilies have pronounced it one of the 

*Since this address was delivered E. R. Mann of Baliston Spa. who is well 
versed in American hi9tcry,b&s called my attention to the Stars and Stbjpes 
which we claim to be natives ef old Saratoga. 

The flag was adopted by congress, June 14, 1777, and on the lOlh day of 
September 1777 was first announced to our army aa the emblem of the young 
nation. The ladies at once made a banner with ihe thirteen slars, wliich 
was displayed at the head of Gales' army. On the 17th day of October 1777 
it here first waved in triumph over an American army and was thereby 
consecrated to the cause of liberty. 

fOur favorite Yankee Doodle was also here first adopted as ihe hymn of 
freedom. Although some four verses of it were composed by a British sur- 
geon about twenty years earlier at East Albany to redicule the Connecticut 
brigade which then appeared under Col. Thomas Filch, we do not find that 
it was ever adopted by our side earlier than October 1777. Afier the British 
army had stacked their arms in Fort Hardy October 17, they crossed Pish 
creek and passed south through the long lines of ihe America army. As our 
victorious host did not feel like insulting a fallen foe it was suggested that a 
lively tune be played for their consolaiion, and by common consent, the 
melodious Yankee Doodle was given by the whole American lines, while the 
rank and file of the British were passing between them. Unless some other 
locality shall prove an older title, you can justly claim that our famous 
Yankee Doodle, was first sung in this valley, as the national tune of free 
America. The 4th Connecticut regiment did gallant service in the Revolu- 
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greatest battles known in buman history, when measured by ils far i-eacbing 
conBeqiiences.J: 

As a result of this success in December 1777, France maile a trnaly with 
our commissioners recngnizing ILe iuilrpendent character of llie United 
Slates, which in that instance amounted practically to a declaration of war 
against BuglHnd,and France sotm gave national aid to our cause. It was 
the first great success of tlic people sirugpling for self-government against 
the prestige of king craf I and despotism. It baa been well said, thai without 
this result at Saratoga, Bunker Hill would have been insignificant and York 
town an impossibility. «reat and cmnhing as was Ibe defeat at Saratoga, 
the war was not yet ended, and the struggle contluued for five years longer. , 
Nor did this locality escHpe the trials and hntdsbips of those times which 
tried men's souls. The niHreb nnd eouuler march of this hoslile army with 
its barbnious allies, bad completely desolatid the whole region hereabouts. 
This connly had been richly laden will. Ilie golden haiTest aud domestic 
animals for the use of Ibe husbandman. As a specimen, the farm of James 
Brisbin bad sufficient wheat and cattle to have paid the purchase price, but 
it was all taken and consumed by Burgoj ne's army -without compensation, 
notwithstanding the fair promises made in his prociaination of July 10, 
before stated. We should except a single cow, which escaped from her 
captors, returned home and was afterwards secreted and saved. After the 
surrender, the farmers gmdnally returned to their rural homes, erected new 
log houses, and began again to till the soil. But little progress, however, 
was made, as this valley lay in the track of the Indians and lories, who bad 
fled to Canada, and made repealed raids into this county. Such murderous 
incursions were made in May, 1779, in this locally ; October 6, 1780, when 
Gen Gordon and a large number of citizens of Ballsten and Milton were 



tionarv war at While Plains, Trenton and ; Saratoga, and Andrew Pitch, 
ft son of Col Thomas Pitch was a Lieut. Col, in that regiment and probably 
had the pleasure of hearing that tune under different circumstances, from 
those under which his father had beard it In derision twenty years earlier. 

tHallam the celebrated historian of the middle ages, in spenkirg of the 
decisive battles defines them as "those few battles, of which aconlrary event 
wotld have essentially varied the drama of the world in all its subsequent 
scenes" An eminent English authority, E. S. Crecy professorof ancient and 
moderu history in the university college, London as late as 1851, selected 
what he deemed as the fifteen decisive battles of the world, beginning with 
the battle ot Marathon which occurred 2366 years ago, and enditig with 
Waterloo which was (ought in 1815. Among those fifteen great battles, this 
Enelish author Includes SAaATOGA, In spealiing of It, be says ; "ISor can 
anT militarv event be said to have exercised more important influence on 
the future fortunes of mankind than the complete defeat of Bo rgoy ne's 
PKnedition in 1777 " • * * -When the news of the capture of Ticondc 
roga by the British army July 4, 1777. reached Paris the American com- 
missioners in despair, had almost broken off ail negotation with France, and 
thcv endeavored to open communication with England, in which Ihej- were 
not successful, but when the news of Saratoga reached Paris, the whole wene 
was chanced Franklin and his brother commisssionera found all of their 
difflcnities with the French government vanished. 
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Cftrriert as captives to Canada ; 1781, when Joe Bettys, the Ballston tory, the 
second time appeared at Ballston and carried away many captives ; August 
1781, when the tory Waltercnire, with bis Indian allies, returned as far 
sonlh aa Albany with intent to capture Gen. Hcliuyler ; April 14, 1783, in the 
southwest part of the c»unty, when Gonzalez and his eldest son were massa- 
cred and a son oE 14 carried away a captive. The raid of May, 1779, more 
Immedialely affected this locality and the few inhabitants, scattered in the 
interior, fled from it to avoid certain destraclion. After the surrender of 
Burgoyne, Conrad Cramer had returned to hia farm, about three milessouth- 
weal of here and was living on the borders with bis wife and four small 
children, when, on the 14th day of May. they had to flee for their lives. 
They hastily packed their w^on with what comforts one team could carry, 
and started on their flight southerly. They reached the river road and pro- 
ceeded as far south as the farm now owned by Lohnas, about five miles 
south of this place, when night overtook them. At that place there was a 
amall house used as a tavern, but as it was already full, the Cramer family 
were obliged to remain in their wagon, and on that same evening the mother 
gave birth to a child, (John Cramer), who afterwards became, probably, the 
inost distinguished person ever born in this town.* The neit morning the 
family continued the flight to what is now known as the Fitzgerald neigh- 
borhood, about three miles south of Mechanlcville, where they obtained a 
small house, in which they remained until it was considered safe to return 
to Iheir home in the wilderness. During the Gates campaign John Strover 
had command of a party of ecouls, because be was well acquainted here- 
abouts. He was present at the execution of Thoma.s Lovelace, a maliguaQt 
tory, who was hung upon an oak tree, about thirty rods south of where 
George Strover now resides. At that dale the gravel ridge extended east aa 
far as where the canal now is, and the oak tree stood upon the east point of 
the gravel ridge near where the store house of the Victory company now 
stands. When the Waterford and Whitehall turnpike was constructed 
through there, about 1813, the stump of the old oak was reraoyed by the 
excavation. John Strover had frequently informed ti'ia son George that 
Lovelace was buried in a standing posture, near the tree. When the exca- 
vation took place, George stood by and saw the bones, yet in a standing 
posture removed from the very spot which bad been pointed out by bi» 
father. During the campaign Burgoyne employed Lovelace ind other tories 
as spies, and they were generally secreted in the woods between here and 
Saratoga Lake. f One day Capl. Dunham, then residing near the lake, in 
company with Daniel Spike and a colored man, was scouring the woods, 

■When John Cramer was born be weighed less than four pounds and his 
parents had but little hopes that he could be reared. Al manhood be became 
a very large broad chested large headed man with an iron constitution and 
a giant intellect. He died at Waterford in this county Juno 1, 1870, aged 91 
years and 16 days. 

fAtiout two miles west of Mschanicvillc on the highland north of 
Anthony's Kill is a place called Tory Hill. During Burgoyne's campaign 
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ind while crosahig upon & iree which bad f&llen orer the brook eiiRt of th^ 
Wai^lnm farm, diSwiTereil five guns Blacked in the hiding place of the spies. 
Wilh a 8Ud<leD rush, Dunham and his aesoctaies seized the gutii) and cftptnred 
«11 fi»e of the Bpies, bound and brought them inlo Ihe American camp. We 
btrb not been able to give Ihe date of the arrest or execution of LoTelace, 
but think It was after the close of Burgoyne's campaign.* Gen. Slaric was 
then Bt ScbujleiTillc and presided at the court martial before wbicli he was 
tried. With a vindictive torv element in Iheir midst, and the Indians on the 
borders, bul little progrtss was made in permanently settling this county, 
Qntil after peace was declaied. Although the Springs, eleven miles west of 
here, had been discovered by the whites, and were visited b; Sit. William 
Johnson in 17G7,yel there were but a few log huts, if any there, prior to 
1783, when Qen, Schuyler first cut a road from here to the Springs, where he 
built the first frame building in 1784, Afier the termination of the revolU' 
tioDJtry war, and about 17S3, pioneers began more freely to settle in this 
locality. Gen. Abraham Ten Broeckof Albany, ihe counsel and guardian 
of the Fatroon Van Beuaselaer, had become the owner of a large share of 
the lands in the Saratoga patent, and ha induced persons to locate upon 
them by giving what was called life leases, at a small annual rent. As a 
gpecimen, one is dated June 34. 1783, given to Zopher gcidmore, for Ihtee 
lives, viz : lo continue during Ihe life of himself, his wife Mary, and bis son 
David, upon paying a rent of £6 and 16 shillings; containing 136 acres, and 
being loi 15, in great lot 22. Tliat farm is about six miles southwest 
of this place. As Viiginia was called (he mother of slates, so Old Saratoga 
may be called the mother of towns. After the state of New York had 
became a stale government and in running order, on the 7th day of March, 
1788, an act was passed organizing towns, instead of districts. By that 
Statute Btillwatcr, including Malta, Was taken ofi'from Saratoga, thus making 
'What is now Snrataga county inlo four towns, viz : Halfmoon, 8ara1<^a, 
Ballston and Stillwater, all of which were yet a pari of Albany county. 

In 1777 there were a few houses at what is now Slillwater villaue, and as 
that was the nearest point lo the American headquarters some of the dis- 
patches were dated at StHlwater, although that whole territory was then 
within the Saratoga district. Hence the appareiit confusion of calling the 
battle sometimes by the name of Stillwater and at other limes of Saratoga 
meaning the same place. When Slillwater was taken off as a separate town, 
she included in her territory Ibe fields upon which the two principal battles 
were fought. The oldesl native of this town now living, of whom we have 
knowledge, is Hannah (Filch) Bullard, who was born September 9, 1787, in 
the eastern part of what is now Greenfield, but was then within the district 



many of the loyalist secreted themselves lo Ihe wilderness there for several 
Weeks. Tbey were regularly supplied with provisions and tueir camp guarded 
by pickets. Tliey refused to join the American army and cautiously waited 
evenls before going inlo the BrTlisb. 

•Prof. J. Donnan Steele in bis School History of the U. S., gives the date 
of the execution of Lovelace as December 14, 1779. 
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ol baraloga. She is preaeat wilh us fo-day, and may God ever bless her.* 
In 1789 Ihal part of yoar territory lying eaal of the Hudsoo, was taken 08 
from this famous old town aad a new one formed called Baslon. On the 
sevenlh day of February, 1791, Ihia county was cut off from Albany and 
formed into an independent county, wilh the name of Saratoga. Before this 
date JesM Toll had settled and built a house upon liie flats about four miles 
soulU of here, upon lands which now belong to Henry C, and George R, 
Holmes, but as ihe lands were so low where tiie house was buili, it has been 
long since removed, and one recently erecWd on the hill. The records 
belonging to the old church before the revolution cannotbe found, and were 
probably destroyed during the time it was occupied !>y the Brilisli as a hos- 
pital. The date of the oldest church record bere now extant is July 10, 
1789. There is recorded a meeting of the following persons, choosing to 
belong to the Reformed Proieatanl Dutch and Presbyteriai) church (as it is 
styled in the record) at that date. At that lime it was agreed that the min- 
ister to be called should preach the English language. The names of tha 
persons who were associated in the formation of this organization, are as 
follows: Peter Becker, Abraham Low, John Mahany, Simnn De Rider, 
Corrutb Brishin, Jesse Toll, Julianna Finnc, Hendriek Van Buren, Jacobus 
Abeel, Jobn Smith, John It. Schuyler, Nicholas V. D. Barch. Cornelius Mc- 
Laln Jacob Danoaeds, Abraham Marshall, Solomon Wheeler, James Bria- 
bin, Stephen Viele, an"! one or two others, Tbe ofiieers then chosen were 
elders, Cornelias Vau Veghteti, Peter Becker ; deacons, Jesse Toll, James 
Abeel- The minister who presided at this meeting was E. Westerlo, who 
■WB8 then settled at Albany. The first pastor was Samuel Smith, who was 
called the 7th day of October, 1789, who was ordained and Installed as their 
pastor December 10th 1789. At that date the wooden church north of tha . 
creek was in process at erection, because of which, it was resolved to hava 
preaching from house to liouse. December 3, 1791, this church was so far 
completed that it wasresolved.by the consistory ,toseIl the 1 
Tuesday of January, 1793, At the above meeting it wi 
chase a parsonage and Qtly acres of land. This wooden church was burned 
January 1, 1831. February 14, 1831, it was resolved to build another house 
of worship, and a buildinit committee was appointed. The stone church- 
was then erected. The present brick edifice was erected in 1855, and dedi- 
cated June 2, 1857. In 1798 this old town was shorn of m.ire of her territory 
by the organization of Northumberland, which took ofl all now included in 
Moreau and Wilton and the east part tif Greenfield and Corinth. Tha 
Methodist Episcopal church was erected in this place in Ihe year 1835, and 
the Baptist in 1833. The first Boman Catholic church was erected in tha 
year 1845, which was burned January 33, 1871, and their new beautiful 
edifice was dedicated October 31, 1873, The Episcopal church was erected 

*Her father Ebenezer Fitch was a grandson of Gov. Fitch of Connecticut, 
and served it the war and was at the battle of Stony Point. He moved 
from Connecticut to Saratoga in 1786. 
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